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FHCC Clinic Locations 
—— Mississippi —— 

Brandon, MS 
1551 West Govt. St. 

601-825-3163 
Brookhaven, MS 

624 Hwy 51 N. 
601-823-1710 

Calhoun City, MS 
105 Legion Avenue 

662-628-8267 
Columbia, MS 
301 Broad St. 

(New Location Across from Court House) 
601-736-5976 
Flowood, MS 

438 Katherine Drive 
601-936-3485 
Grenada, MS 

1732 Commerce St. 
662-227-0187 

Meadville, MS 
445 Main St. E. 
601-384-3720 

Mendenhall, MS 
401 N. Main Street 

601-847-3306 
Monticello, MS 

430 Hwy. 84 West 
601-587-4492 

New Hebron, MS  
202 Jefferson Street 

601-694-2116 
Pelahatchie, MS 

100 Brooks Avenue 
601-584-6805 

Pearl, MS 
4635 Hwy. 80 East 

601-936-3833 
Prentiss, MS 

910 Second Street 
601-792-2078 
Raleigh, MS 

226 Hwy 18 West 
601-782-9919 

Tylertown, MS 
113 Enochs Street 

(Main Entrance at Rear) 
601-876-3858 
Winona, MS 

123 N. Front Street 
662-283-2505 

Woodville, MS 
1495 U.S. 61 S. 
601-888-3518 

—— Alabama—— 
Decatur, AL 

1304 13th Ave. SE Ste A 
256-340-1251 
Florence, AL 

216 S Marengo St. Ste A 
256-760-8289 

Muscle Shoals, AL 
102 Physicians Dr.  

256-386-1386 
Rogersville, AL 

16410 US Hwy 72 
256-247-3154  

Russellville, AL 
318 Coffee Ave 
256-332-1629 

Town Creek, AL 
1841 Alabama Hwy 20 

256-685-3336  

Her patients can imme-
diately sense that Sheri 
White takes to heart 
Family Health Care 
Clinic, Inc.’s (FHCC) 
motto “Better Health 
Through Health Educa-
tion.” 

That mission helped 
bring White to the 
FHCC Jefferson Davis 
County Clinic in Pren-
tiss 1 ½ years ago as a 
Nurse Practitioner (NP).  

Not only is Irene Mar-
tin a good health care 
provider but as such 
she’s a teacher at heart. 

The long time Nurse 
Practitioner (NP) at 
Family Health Care 
Clinic, Inc. (FHCC) in 
Tylertown says teaching 
patients how to man-
age their diseases and 
conditions is one of the 
major things that still 
drives her each day 
even after 18 years at  

Dr. Joe A. Ward’s motivation for providing quality, 
affordable health care in Lawrence County, MS can be 
summed up in a short phase, “we help someone every-
day.” 

“Words can’t describe how rewarding it is to be able to 
help someone everyday,” says Ward, who’s now in his 
16th year at the Monticello Clinic. 

Practicing medicine in rural Mississippi was 
Ward’s intention from the first 
day he set foot into medical 
school. And, after com-
pleting his residence in 
Bogalusa, LA, he 
set out to do just 
that. First, in private prac-
tice in Monticello 
before eventually 
joining Family Health 
Care Clinic, Inc. 
(FHCC) in 1993 to 
practice at the New 
Hebron clinic. When 
FHCC opened the 
Monticello clinic in 
1994, Ward trans-
ferred there and has 
built a reputation as an out-
standing physician. 

Dr. Joe Ward ‘Helps Someone Everyday’ 

Dr. Joe A. Ward 
Physician 

Family Health Care Clinic, Inc. 

3 Mississippi Providers on Frontline of Healthcare Battle 

Dr. Ward Is Collaborating Physician for NPs Sheri White and Irene Martin 

Sheri White Promotes 
Health Education In Prentiss 

NP Irene Martin  
Teacher At Heart In Tylertown 

Sheri White 
Nurse Practitioner 

Irene Martin 
Nurse Practitioner 
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   “Dr. Ward fosters the team approach to rural 
health care delivery.  Dr. Ward is very passion-
ate and committed to teaching, monitoring and 
collaborating with Nurse Practitioners.  He 
often goes beyond minimum requirements in 
reviewing records and conducting site visits.”                                                  
 --Dr. Margaret A. Gray, FHCC Pres.& CEO 
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Ward credits the staff at FHCC-Monticello for 
the clinic success. 

“We have a fabulous staff that’s experienced and 
dedicated,” he said, noting that the current team 
members have been working together for almost 
10 years. “They help patients in more ways than 
you can imagine.” 

And, Ward says his association with Family 
Health Care Clinic has been very rewarding. 

“I love our vision for service. I love our vision 
for quality,” he said. 

Dr. Ward also serves as collaborating and con-
sulting physician for two of FHCC’s Nurse Prac-
titioners (NP); Sheri White in Prentiss and Irene 
Martin in Tylertown. There have been occasions 
when Dr. Ward has been collaborating with as 
many as six NPs at once. 

The Nurse Practitioner program is the “correct 

vision” Dr. Ward believes citing increased pa-
tient access and an overall “improvement 
driven” practice as two notable reasons for his 
opinion. 

 

 

 

 

   

Another obvious reason for Dr. Ward’s out-
standing success in Monticello is his unabashed 
love for what he calls “country living.” 

“It’s great!” he exclaims. 

When he isn’t practicing medicine you’ll most 
likely find him at his 200-acre farm, just three 
miles from the clinic, where he takes care of 60 
goats. 

Dr. Ward and his wife, Ricca, have a daughter, 

Tina Benivegna. She is a Captain in the Air 
Force and presently resides in Washington with 
her husband, Lt.Col. Matthew Benivegna. 

Trained in 
the Martial 
Arts, Dr. 
Ward holds 
a Black Belt 
in Chinese 
Kung Fu 
and is cur-
rently a 
Karate in-
structor in 
Monticello. 
He is also a 
member of 
the Moose Lodge in Brookhaven 

He is a fully attending staff member at Lawrence 
County Hospital and served a four-year term at 
Lawrence County Coroner. 

Dr. Joe Ward Continued... 

“Family Health Care Clinic, Inc. turns no one away, no matter their ability to pay” 

 
“Providing health care, teaching patients how to 
better manage their health and helping to re-
duce health disparities are the things I want to 
do most,” White said. “So many in this area 
suffer from the big three: hypertension (high 
blood pressure), diabetes and hypercholes-
terolemia (high blood cholesterol). Through 
education, we can help them change their life-
style which helps them have a healthier life.” 

White has over 20 years in health care, working 
as a nurse primarily in a hospital setting before 
becoming an NP. She’s currently engaged in 
studies at the University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center which will lead to the Doctor of 
Nursing Practice (DNP) degree later this year. 

Practicing at FHCC-Prentiss has been a valuable 
learning experience, she says. 

“We see a little of everything in a rural setting,” 
White notes. “One gains a wealth of experience 
because, often times, we must find different ways 
to take care of the patients.” 
 
White resides in Hattiesburg where she is ac-
tively involved in the work at Mount Olive M.B 
Church. She has two sons, Dathon Seeley, 21, 
and Austin Seeley, 19. 

She’s a member of several professional associa-
tions; among them The Honor Society of Nurs-
ing, Sigma Theta Tau; American College of 
Nurse Practitioners, American Academy of 
Nurse Practitioners, and Mississippi Nurses 
Association.  
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the Walthall County clinic. 

“I love to interact with the 
patients,” she said. “It’s great 
to be able to teach them ways 
of prevention or how to elimi-
nate or manage their diseases.” 

She believes the NP program 
in a Community Health Cen-
ter environment fits like a 
hand in a glove to provide 
more access to health care for 
patients and a “more patient-
oriented level of service rather 
than the production-oriented 
model” that permeates much of the health care 
field today. 

“Access is a major issue,” 
Martin contends. 

She moved to Mississippi 
in 1989 from Long Beach, 
CA with her late husband, 
Milton, a Mississippi native 
who died in 1994. She 
earned the Nurse Practitio-
ner degree from the Missis-
sippi University for 
Women and started work 
at the Community Health 
Center in Tylertown in 
1992.  When that center 
closed, Martin continued 
her service in Tylertown 
but becoming part of the 

Family Health Care Clinic staff in 2008. 

Her passion for improving the lives of others, 
doesn’t end when the clinic door close behind 
her. She is very active in her home church of 
New Zion Baptist in Magnolia where she plays a 
significant role in the congregation’s monthly 
medical program which has included such things 
as diabetic classes, health screening, eye screen-
ing, tobacco cessation, blood pressure, etc. 

She is presently the church’s Children’s Director 
and has been a key part of the Co-Laborers With 
Christ project for the last 16 years which in-
cludes an annual women’s retreat and children 
day care. 

She has two children, both girls, Teriah, 9, and 
Ke-Asha, 12. 

Her hobbies include needlework such as knit-
ting, crocheting and cross-stitching. 

Irene Martin  
Continued... 

3 Mississippi Providers on Frontline of Healthcare Battle 
Sheri White  Continued... 



Page 3 

CALL TOLL FREE 
For a FHCC Good Health 

Appointment  

1-800-508-7481 

FHCC Reps In MPHCA Delegation 
Meeting With U.S. Cong.  Harper 
President and CEO Margaret Gray, board member Michael Howard and Board Chair 
Dr. Linda Taylor represented Family Health Care Clinic, Inc. (FHCC) when a delegation 
from the Mississippi Primary Health Care Association (MPHCA) paid a visit to MS 3rd 
District Congressman Gregg Harper at the Capitol in Washington to discuss healthcare 
in Mississippi. 

The conference was part of the 35th Annual Policy & Issues Forum hosted by the Na-
tional Association of Community Health Centers (NACHC). It was the largest Washing-
ton gathering ever of federally supported Community Health Centers, which serve more 
than 20 million patients nationwide. 

Cong. Harper’s district covers 28 counties mostly in central and southwest Mississippi 
including 10 counties served by 13 FHCC clinics. Those clinics in the 3rd District are 
Flowood, Pearl, Brandon, Pelahatchie, Ra-
leigh, Mendenhall, New Hebron, Monticello, 
Brookhaven, Prentiss, Tylertown, Meadville 
and Woodville. 
Pictured above meeting with Cong. Harper are: 
From left,  Michael Howard, FHCC board 
member, John McClure, Greater Meridian 
board member, Pam Poole, Amite Co. Med 
Services, Dr. Margaret Gray, FHCC Pres. & 
CEO and currently Pres. of MPHCA, Dr. 
Bernard DeAsis, Family Health Ctr of Laurel, 
Dr. Linda Taylor, FHCC Board Chairman, 
Cong. Harper, Ronald Henry, Pharmacist 
Family Health Ctr of Laurel (kneeling) and Dr. 
Ashok Kirumaki, Family Health Ctr. of Laurel. 
 

Second-graders in Smith County, MS schools 
at Raleigh, Taylorsville and Mize will have 
the opportunity to have their first molars 
sealed thanks to the collaborative effort of 
Family Health Care Clinic, Inc. (FHCC) and 
the Mississippi State Department of Health 
(MSDH).  
Dental sealants are thin plastic coatings 
painted on the chewing surfaces of the mo-
lars (the back teeth) to prevent dental de-
cay (cavities). The chewing surfaces on the 
back teeth are uneven because they have 
small pits and grooves.   
Food and bacteria 
can get stuck in the 
pits where 
toothbrush bristles, 
floss, and rinses 
cannot remove 
them.   
By covering the 
chewing surfaces of the molars, sealants 
keep out the bacteria and food that cause 
decay. Sealants are safe, painless, and take 
only minutes for a dental professional to ap-
ply. Teeth are brushed clean and sealants are 
painted onto the teeth. No drilling or anesthe-
sia is required.  
Dr. Nicholas Mosca, State Dental Director 
presented information concerning the effec-
tiveness of sealants to an FHCC Staff In-
Service meeting last May.  
“Our mission is to promote and protect the 
health of all Mississippians and make sure 
that every Mississippi resident has optimal 
dental care,” said Dr. Mosca. “In Mississippi, 
35 percent, or about one in three people age 
65 years or older have lost all of their natural 
teeth.”  
Three out of four Mississippi school-aged 
children have experienced tooth decay by 
third grade, according to recent reports.  
Parental permissions for children to receive 
dental sealants are required. 

Smith County 2nd Graders 
Part of MSDH, FHCC Effort 
To Improve Dental Health 

Call SafeHeart Health Screens 
1-866—548—3006 to schedule an appt. 

SafeHeart Health Screens 
Friday, April 16th 

Family Health Care Clinic, Inc 
1551 West Government Street 

Brandon, MS  
(next to Rogers-Dabbs on Hwy 80) 

9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
-No disrobing          -No treadmill 
-No pain   –Takes About 15 mins 

Medicaid is accepted for limited time 
All 5 screens just $129 

The 8th annual National Women's Checkup Day 
will be held on Monday, May 10, 2010, during 
National Women's Health Week. The day is 
dedicated to encouraging women to visit health 
care professionals to receive or schedule a 
checkup and promoting regular checkups as vital 
to the early detection of heart disease, diabetes, 
cancer, mental health illnesses, sexually transmit-
ted infections, and other conditions. 
Take the pledge at: 
www.womenshealth.gov/whw/check-up-day/ 



Get on the right track to diabetes self-
management by attending one of the 
free diabetes education classes, Tuesday 
May 18 at Family Health Care Clinic, 
Inc. (FHCC), 1551 West Government St. 
(next to Rogers-Dabbs on Hwy 80) in 
Brandon. 

There will be two classes. One starting at 9:00 
a.m. and the other at 1:00 p.m. Space is lim-
ited so reserve your spot today by calling 601-
825-3163. Slots will be filled on a first come 
basis. 

The classes are a result of a partnership with 
Healthcare Management Solutions, LLC, 
experienced, professional trainers in diabetes 
self management education. 

Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries, under-
insured, and uninsured persons diagnosed 
with diabetes are especially urged to attend. 

According to HMS, these classes will cover 
the nine diabetes self management compo-
nents which will educate participants about 
goal setting, and provide them the proper 
context for complex problem solving. 
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About Family Health Care Clinic, Inc... 
    Family Health Care Clinic, Inc. has a network of 23 primary care 
centers throughout the state of Mississippi and Northwest Alabama. 
 
     Eleven  FHCC clinics are located in South-Central Mississippi in 
Rankin, Simpson, Lawrence, Smith,  Jefferson Davis, Marion and 
Walthall Counties. Three others serve North Mississippi in Winona, 
Grenada and Calhoun City. And, three more in Southwest Missis-
sippi provide services in Wilkinson, Franklin and Lincoln Counties. 
 
     The six newest clinics are located in Lauderdale, Colbert, Frank-
lin, Lawrence and Morgan Counties in Northwest Alabama.   
     Appointments can be made at any of the FHCC clinics by calling 
one central toll-free number: 1-800-508-7481. 
 
     Family Health Care Clinic, Inc. employs a full range of health care 
providers including: physicians, nurse practitioners, dentists, dental 
hygienists, nutritionists, and breast feeding specialists.  
 
   Medical and dental services are available to all citizens of the areas 
served. Payment arrangements are available including discounts for 
those who are eligible. Over the last thirty years, FHCC has enrolled 
more than 100,000 patients. 

Administrative Office: 
Family Health Care Clinic, Inc. 

4635 Highway 80 East 
Post Office Box 6227 

Pearl, MS    39288-6227 

Tel: 601-825-7280 
Fax 601-825-8130 

Email: fhclinic@bellsouth.net  

We’re on the Web! 

familyhealthcareclinic.com 

Diabetes Management 
Classes Begin May 18th 
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• Free Diabetes Education Class 
• Self Management Education 
• Limited number of slots 
• Call 601-825-3163 

FHCC Pelahatchie 
Earns High Score 
In EPSDT Audit 
Family Health Care Clinic, Inc. 
(FHCC) in Pelahatchie, MS scored 
94 out of possible 100 in medical 
record documentation in a Missis-
sippi Medicaid Cool Kids Program 
EPSDT review January 28th. 
 
EPSDT, Medicaid’s well child check-
up program, is officially known as the 
Early, Periodic, Screening, Diagnosis 
and Treatment program.  
 
They’re designed to find children 
with actual or potential health prob-
lems and to screen, diagnose and 
treat the problems before they be-
come permanent lifelong disabilities. 
 
It’s a very important way to ensure 
that young children receive appropri-
ate health, mental health, and devel-
opmental services.  
 
Mississippi Medicaid Cool Kids Pro-
gram is the state's new name of Medi-
caid's comprehensive and preventive 
child health early and periodic 
screening, diagnostic, and treatment 
services for beneficiaries up to age 21.  

1-800-508-7481 Toll Free “24/7” For Your Appt 


